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* FT ts a very great Satisfaction to all the Friends 

* of Our Happy Conftitution, that Ion are 

“ ſo far recover d of Tour long Indiſpoſition 
* They pleaſe themſelves, that Divine Provi- 

© DENCE hath ſome farther Service for Tou to 

do in Tour Day. What encourageth their Hopes 
in this Reſpec, is, That they behold Your _ 

former Publick Spirit revive with Your bodily | 

* Strength. | N | 
« THF following SERMON (as may eaſily 

he obſerved) was particularly calculated fer thoje 


* who partake of ths Charity, and thzrejors Plain- 
PP 


5 


DEDICATION. 4 


© veſs vas thongbt neceſſary: I it did anſwer. an 
6 . End to 5 2 what I chiefly Mende 
The Publication of it is owing to the Cpinion of 
Jon, and the other Truſtees preſent, That it 
. would thereby become more uteful. To the 
< Grace of GOD I recommend it, who can mabe 
* the moſt indifferent Means conduce to his own Glory, 
and the good of Souls, 


* THAT Tow may long live an Honour tg his 
4 Corporation, and ſee this particular Charity thrive 

« by Tour Influence: That Ion may come to Jour 
12255 Grove in a full Age, like as a Sheck of Corn. 
** cometh in, in his Seaſon, and have an abundant 
Entrance miviſtfed to Jou, into the everlaſting 
* Kingdom of Our Loxp and Sa vioux FESUS 
* CHRIST, is the bearty Proyer of e 


VFour Sincere, And 
Humble Servant, 


* JOHN TREN.” 


PRNO v. XVI. zi. 


Ihe hoary Head is a Crown of Glory, if t be 
faund in the Way of Righteouſneſs. 7 


Txt T is a remarkable Expreſſion, which 
S&Hex we have recorded, | Dent. xv. 11.] 
Rb” - ded The Poor ſhall never ceaſe out of th 
TM Lad. To which our Saviour ſeems 
to allude, | Matthew xxvi. 11.] 
be Poor ye have always with you.” 
Th Deſign of GOD, in making this Dibindion 
between thoſe who partake of the ſame common 
Nature, ſeems plainly to be this, That he might 
give them an Opportunity, whom in his ſovereign 


ultivating and diſplaying an human and beneyo- 
Tent Diſpoſition towards their indigent. Fellow- 
Creatures, and of teſtifying their Gratitude and 
Obedience to himſelf, who hath made it their indife 
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penſable Duty, 1 
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„ ee he doth bleſs with an Abundance, of © 


. 6 5 


WRT HEI the Britiſb Nation hath ſomething 
— in their natural Tempers, to incline them 
to A&s of Charity; or whether it be owing to their 


having more juſt Notions ef Religion, I cannot 25 
but it is an Obſervation that doth not eſcape the 
moſt thought leſs Sojourner amongſt us, That there is 
more Proviſion made for the Poor in mheſe Kingdoms 
than in any other Country in Europe. The Number: 

_ of Charity and Free-Schools, Alms-Houſes, Colleges, 
and Hoſpitals, wherein the Poor. of all Ages and 
Sexes, are taken Care of, which are to be found 
diſpers'd up and down this our Iſland, (beſides 
the Rates which are annually eſtabliſh'd and col- 


lected for their Relief) is become the Admiration 


of Foreigners. 

1 Txrs, Our Town, in particular, hath not been 
1 wanting in a laudable Zeal of this Nature; and 
| COLCHESTER, perhaps, can boaſt of as many 
= private Contributions, and 5 Endowments to 
this Purpoſe as any Corporation in England, Dif- 
ferent Sentiments in other Reſpe&s, make no Dif- 
ference here; and our Brethren of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment ſhew the ſame charitable Chriſtian Spirit, 
as thoſe who diſſent from it. 


: TAE good Succeſs of theſe Donations, depends 
$ FC chiefly on the Conduct of thoſe who are employ'd | 


| In the Management of them: If the Truſtees or 
Directors are Perſons of generous Principles, and 


carry on the Defign with Diligence and Integrity, 
rhey muſt certainly redound to the Glory of Gop, 
che Intereſt of our common Chriſtianity, and tage 
Benefit af the Kingdom; but if a Party Spirit 
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gains the Aſcendant, or the Perſons concen itt 
the Management conſult moſtly their ² Faſe 
and Profit, they will rather prove a Curſe than a 
[ Bleſſing to the Nation; and our moſt holy Religi- 
on will ſuffer not a little in its Credit and Reputa- 
tion thereby. a DEE TE; Dart ene 
Tax Occaſion of our preſent Meeting in this 
Place, you all know, is owing to the Will of the 
ute Alderman WLNSLET, who having no Heirs 
o his own Family, whom he thought to need any, 
ef his worldly Goods, which by the Bleſſing of 


1 af PxoyiDENCE he was poſleſsd of, 
determin'd to make twelve ancient poor Men 
his Heirs for ever; for whom he took Care to pro- 
vide a ſuitable Habitation, and to leave a pretty 
handſome Maintenance ; and to the Honour of 
this Charity, it muſt be ſaid, That all proper 
Thoughtfulneſs was by the Donor exerciſed, in 
order to guard againſt any Abuſe of it, by the 
Admiſſion of worthy Perſons to partake of it; 
it being. expreſly declar'd, That they muſt be Men 
of good Reputation and Character, and that. their 
Continuance in theſe Houſes ſhall depend on their fu- 
| tire moral Conduct and Behaviour. That Religion 
alſo might have her Share in this Charity, it 
is expreſly provided, That an annual Sgxzxon 
| (all be Aach on this Day, and in this” Place; 
and it . my Lot to be appointed to this 
Office, IL thought. I could not better improve 
the preſent Opportunity, than by 3 IE 
to your ſerious Conſideration the Words whach 

I read unto you at the Beginning, The boary 
Head is a Crown of Glory, if it be found in the Way of 
Righteonſneſs, x TIM The » 
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- The boery Head.) Ir is no unuſual Thing 
for the ſacred Writers to repreſent Cld Age by 

ſome of the moſt remarkable Signs and Indications 
of it: And foraſmuch as hoary or grey Hairs 
are the firſt and principal Symptoms of it, we 
therefore find them moſt generally uſed to denote 
itt. Inſtances of this Kind are too numerous in 
= Scripture, to render it at al} neceſſary for me 
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1 to refer Foil to particular Texts. 


Tür hoary Head, is a Crown ef Glory, or a 
glorious Crown: It is an Honour, an Ornament 
to a Perſon,” as great as the moſt reſplendant 
Crown can be to the higheſt Monarch. Grey 
Hairs caſt a Luſtre arbund the Head they cover, 
and render the Owner venerable: They waturally 
Command Reſpect; and raile a Kind of Reve- 
rence in every Beholier, whether the Character 
cf the Man be known or no; but then the hoary 
Head becomes more eſpecially honourable and 
ne . 


If it be founũ in the Way of Righteouſneſs, T nf 
Seventy and other Tranſlators, render the Words, 
And it i found in the Way of Righteouſneſs. 
Whereby it is intimated, That the Practice of 
1 Righteouſneſs, in its ewn Nature, tends, and hath 
1 the Promiſe of GoD to prolong Life to Old Age; 
1 Length of Days are in tbe Right Hard of Wiſdon | 
lays the Wie Man. Prov. iii. 16.) Becauſe be 
bath put Lis Love on me, with long Life will 1 
ſatisfy bim, and ſrew him my Salvation. [ Pſaln 
xXci. 16.) Our Tranſlators have added to the 
Original, the Particle, [if] which, therefore, 
XXX 498 
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C Integrity. and Uprightneſs; t 
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you will find printed in 4 different Character 
i your Bibles; which Tranſlation, I ſhall follow : 


If it be found in the Way of Righteouſneſs. * _ 


By Righteouſneſs here, we are to underſtand 
the univerſal. Practice of that Puty which Go 
commands; and conſequently, Righteduſneſs_ 
includes in it; Picty and Devction” towards 
Gop, Juſtice and Charity to all our Fellows 
Creatures, and Temperance and S:hriety with 


relation to ourſelves: For there is a Juſtice or 


Righteouſneſs due to Go p, aiid that is, to admire 
and adore his infinitely great and glorious Perfec- 
tions, to love and ſerve him, to pray to, and truſt 
in him, Cc. Theſe Duties Go p hath a Right 
to from us, as our Creator, daily Preſerver, 
bountiful Benefattor, and ſovereign Lord and. 


Ruler; and we ſhall be unjuſt to our Maker, if 


we neglect to practice them. There is a Juſtice 
or Righteouſneſs alſo due to ourſelves; which is, 
to preſerve the Harmony of our” Nature, and 
maintain the Superiority of the Soul to the Body, 
not ſuffering Appetite, Luſt, or Paſſion, to lord 
it over our Reaſon, and thereby brutifying our» 
ſelves. That Man is unjuſt to himſelf, Wo 

wilfully negleas the Improvement of the Powers 
and Faculties of his immortal Spirit, and only 


| or chiefly makes Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fal- 


fil the Luſts thereof. And with reſpe& to the 
Beings around us, it is incumbent on us, a 
all Times, and. in all Places, to behave with \ 
| Side true to our 
Words, faithful in the Diſcharge of all our 
Promiſes, honeſt in all our Dealings, never to 
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2275 925 3 9 L We. 4 | s 38%; 
; Pe One Thing fraudulently or forcibly 
from them Which they bave a due Claim to at 
7 Ll er but in cvery reſpect to do to others 
1 en resſonably expect they ſhould de 
2 ie. m. like Cu cumſtances: This is 117 per ſal : 
pa hteouſpels, this is the eteynal Duty of every . 
3 18 Keing, and it is in the Way of 
a: this Ri htecnſheſs that the hear) Head is a 
= Jon Fi 7182 . (Take i. 6, 7.) *Tis'faid of 
if Jan and Elizabeth, That berg both well ſtricken 
Ine. rs, they were "both righteous towards GOD, 
* I walking 1 in all tile Commandmeiits and Ordinarces 
of Hh FORD, blaneleſi. 2 
EY © ANLL only farther ove in the! Fr 
| plain. of the Words, That the hoary Head 
muſt. be found in this Way of Righteouſneſs, 
2. e. The aged Perſon muſt not then begin to 
be thus righteous, when he decames grey- hai: d, 
If he 0 to have his hoaty Head a Crown 
. of Glory to him: No! he muſt find his 
Eden in tbis Way, he muſt begin to be 
. fy and betimes, and perſevere to 
Wa Way of Righteonſneſs throngh | 
the Stages - Youth and Manhood, till grey 
129 Sn upon him, ſo that he can ſay with 
Pfalmiſt, (Halm Isti. 17.) O GOD, thou 
# 1 7775 me 25 my Touth, and bitberto bave 1 
colored. thy wondrous Verks; nor alſo when Fan 
2 aud yg 6 Ds forjake me rot. Feing thus 
A in at; Way of” Righteouſiceſs, the Hoary ir 
Head 3s truly a Crown (f Glory, as will ap- n 
Dear from * theſe dollowing Conſiderations: 3 
Firf, 


T 5 47 1 


Firſt, Lek an aged Saint muſt have been 
greatly inſtrumental in promoting ths a 


Secondly; HE n have been bialbhy igen 
able to bis eee n * An 
Generation. 2 04 4891 is 


4 
A Thirdly, HE muſt have attain'd A near 1 8 s 
of ata: to His MakER, in the Spirit and 
n WM Temper of his Mind; and of Conſequen 20 953 
), eeſſarily be the peculiar OT of. 8 e 
Love and Favour. ia 10 


41 aha 
Fonrthly, HE maſh is ado; to, 1 5 : 
on the King of Terrors, that laſt. and greate 
Enemy of bana ren wie r ee ee 
and n. 224 


Fiſtbl, n aba enn . . muſt &; his 
Reward in the future State. A * 3 


PARTICULARLE TT 


"Firſt, Sucn an aged Saint muſt RO wa 
greatly inſtrumental in promotiy . 112 wjong, 
and Glory af Gor in the World 

| Di ME 10 


80 infinitely perfect indeed. 3 is PEE Diving, 
Nature, as to be altogether incapable of an any 
Addition; and ſo infinitely bleſſed is Gon, 
in the Eujoyment of his own Perfecticns, 38 
not to neecf the Services of the moſt exalted of, 
Ng N His qa ET: ever Was 

4 1 2 ; . 
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and Glory of Gop in the orf . 
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and ever will be the ſame, from Everlaſting 
to Everlaſting, ' without any Variableneſs ox 
Change. Was a Perſon to live Millions of 
Ages, and every Day and Hour that he liv'd 
to be fonnd ſerving Go p, his Alperfe& Maker 
could reap no Benefit or Advantage to himſelf 


Ir was, indeed, in order to diſplay his glo- 
rious Excellencies and Perfections, that Gop 
raiſed the curious Fabrick of the Univerſe out 
of Nothing; to coramunicate Happineſs in va- 
rious Degrees, and Meaſures, according to the 
Natures he ſaw fit to endow'them with: Hence 
the Heavens are ſuid to declare the Glory of 
GOD, and the Firmament to ſbew forth his handy 
Vork : Day unto Day to utter Steech, and Night 
wnto Night to ſhew Knowledge, (Pſalm xix. 1. 2.) 
And the inviſible Thing of GOD; from the Crea- 
tion of the TWorld, . are ſaid ta be clearly ſeen, 
being underflood by the Thines that are made, even 


Lis eternal Powbr and Godbead." (Rom. i. 20.) 


N ''Tx1s Tribute of Praiſe Gop expects figqm 
24 the Works of his Hands, The inanimate 
Parts cf the Creation anfwer ſo fur the End 
of their Being, as to give Occation, by their 
Beauty and Harmony, their Number and Va- 
riety. Sc. to others, of ſuperior Rank and 
Dignity. to celebrate the Praiſes of their com- 
Fon Maker. But, as to reaſonable Creatures, 
Joop looks fer at their Hands, (ſince they 


1 have natural. Powers given them, which render 
- | them capable of fo doing) that they _ 


5 4+ $4 32 


| afualy acknowledge his infinite. PerfeQions 
which moſt brightly ſhine forth in all the Works 


a 
| 


24 . 
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of Nature; and teſtify the gratefnl Senſe they 
haye hereof, by a Behaviour anſwerable to the 
many fold* and great Obligations he hath laid 
them under, on Acconnt of the Natures he hath 
given them. St. Pau] only recemmends a natu- 
ral Duty, when he buds the Corinthians, (Eph. 
x. 31.) Whetber they eat or drink, or whatever they 
do, to do all to the Glory of G0 D. It is what 
we ſhould be bound to, had there been np 
Precept in Revelatign o recommend it. And 
the Behaviour moſt agreeable to our Obligations 
to out Maker, certainly is, to diſcharge thoſe 
Duties, that naturally and neceſſarily reſult from 
that Station and Relation, and thoſe Circum- 
ſtances of Life, which his wiſe Providence hath 
placed us in; or in the Words of the Apoſtle, 
Jo be filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs; which 
are by FESUS CHRIST, unto the Glory and 


Praiſe of GOD. (Phil. i. 11.) Then it is our 


beavenly Father is _ glorified, - as Our Saviour 
tells us, (John xv. 8.) When we bear much Fruit; 
tboſe Fruits of the Spirit, Goodneſs, Righteonſneſs, 
ib. benen 

„5 * FS, OS Oe 


- By ſuch a Practice the Great Author of Na- 

ture is declared moſt holy, wiſe, juſt, and 
500d ; who hath ſo conſtituted the Relation of 
Things, as that the Duties. reſulting from the 


mutual Connection and Dependance of them on 


each other, if ſincerely practiced, not only are 


adapted in th: Happineſs of him e 
i 38 them, 


X 4,1 


them, but tend to the common Good of all the 
— Ctention, | 


B * this Means, allo, 12 Revelation of Serip- 
v e eſpecially the Religion of JESUS, 
1 be. wage to be worthy of Gov,” and 

7 Way agreeable to the natural Notions 
Mankind bade of à Deity. A Converſation 
becoming the Goſpel. ill let the World fee, 
that all the Duties of the Religion of Nature 
are therein re-publiſhed, earneſtly recommended, 
and ſtrongly enforc d, and the poſſti tive Inſtituti- 
ons thiereck, caleulatel for the Promoting of 
View and Virtue. 3899181 


Hekesy, allo, the Gras of Gen. ad the 
Kids and Afiſtances of the Divine Spirit, ſhine 
Forth in fall Glory; fince frail, faln Man, is 
enabled "to live up in fo preat a Meaſure, 
| Rn y to" the Dignny Ly his e and the 
5 er fight Re 


. Wes, Weder, A gebeten Moral | Life is 


the Divine Glury, than he, who in the Begin- 
ming of his Days (being made ſenſible of his 
Obligations and Duty to his Maker) is enabled 
dy Grace, to ſerve Gop in Holineſs and Ri 7 
teoaſnels all the Days of his Life, till he 
cores advanced in Tears? If it be an Honour 
fo a Man, to have ffeadily ſerv'd his King, 
from his Youth, till his- Labcur is in a Manner 
Ane. ney he is by far more glorious and 
Bond hom Sey Hairs have overtäken 
TILES 1 in 


the beſt Shorifying of Gop, Who better lives to 


iS 5 1 


Jin -the Service of bis Gop, the Mera and my 
Potentate, the King, of Xo and ** 7 Lor.. 4 
(1 Tim. vi. 45 4 : 5 


Second h), Svc HR aged va 408 tab 


3 


| been bighly. Cries to T7 Dea 
in his Boy and Generation. 2 


Ov SB AS 


M AN was: not born for himſelf alone; tis 
| Almighty Createn deſigned him for a fociable 
Create; his Conſtitution and Temper ſhew 
Eo much; he is helplels in himſelf, en he 
comes into the World at firſt, and * is natu- 
I rally; fond of Company. Every Individual of 
the human Species is entitled to our Bene vo- 
lence; and every proper Object within our 
Sphere of Knowledge and Action, hath a juſt 
| Claim to our Benet Sa aud Charity, When 
I we: ſee, a Brother in Need, and ſhut. up one 
| Bowels of Compaſ.on frem him, when it is in 
our Power to relieve him, is an A& of Diſ- 


ſobedience to Gop, and Injuftin and Aue 
ouſneſs, to Ray. | 


„ 


2 


M AN is a componnd Being, ka up > 
Fleſn and Spirit; the one frail. and N 
and which will ſoon turn to Rottenneſs 
Duft; the other immaterial and immortal, 
which will endure for ever. Our Charity, 
therefore, is of a Two-fold Nature, and muſt 
relate. both to the. Souls and Bodies of others; 
neither: of which onght to be diſregarded by 
us, though the rg never-dlying Part of them 


could have the rekerence. A ſincerely righ- 
teous 


teous May, now, as he hath Opportunity and 
Ability, is never wanting in Acts 6f this Na. 
ture : His Heart and his Purſe are both open, 
on all convenient Occaſions, for the Service of 
others; and neither his Money nor Advice and 
Inſtructions ſhall be Fith-held, when he thinks | 
he can beflefit others thereby. Job's Character, 
which he relates of himſelf, Will ſuit ſuch; 
6. Character J can never read without bluſhing 
kor thoſe, in whoſe Power Gop hath put it, 
but who have not an Heart to afifwer it.) 
Fob xxix. 11, 12, 13. When the Ear heard me, 
then it bleſſed me; and Then the Eye ſaw me, it 
rave witneſs to me; becauſe T delivered the Poor 
that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and bim that bal 
none to belp bim: The Pleſlng of bim that wa: 
ready to 1 came upon me, and I cauſed the 
idew's Heart to fig of Foy : TI was Eyes to ths 
Blind, and Feet was I to the Lane: I was «if 
ather to the Poor, This. I ſay, is the eſſential 
Character of a ſi cereſy rightcons Man, as far i 
the Providence of Gop Goth enable him: And 
a truly ſerviceable Man, T1 his Day, is the] 
righteons Man, on this Account; for his real 
Acts of Beneficen e and Charity, many may 
ariſe up and call him bleſſed, whom he hath 
helped in their Straits, and comforted in their] 
Taree Oo 1 n 


A 


. Rr \ 


Bur the Example of a righteous Man is ſtill 
of more externe Influence, and many a Perſon i 
hath Teen «> more Service to his Generation 
hereby, than he could have been by his bare 
Actions alone. Example, every Day's Experi- 
0 e e 


1 ha . 


1 


ence, fhews to he of wonderful Force and 
E Energy : Wickedneſs, to our Sorrow, we behold 
every Day propagated thereby. Such, indeed, 
is the Remainder of natural Confcience in every 


Man, that few, if any Perſons care to be notori- 


J ouſly wicked alone: They, therefore, ſtudy and 
endeavour to procure Aſſociates- in Iniquity; 


and many would not run thoſe Lengths in 
Wickedneſs they do, if they did not ſet others 
go them before; and what, I think, is very 


obſervable, the Contagion of, Vice is ſtronger 


% 


than the Attraction of Virtue. 


Bor however degenerate the World is grow Cs 
yet the Examples of Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs 


are not always loſt, Mankind are not grown ſo 
corrupt, but in Reputation and Eſteem, Virtue - 
hath the Advantage of her Oppoſite; and few 
are ſo abandon'd, as not to admire and reverence, . 


in their own Minds, a virtuous Conduct, tho“ 


they cannot be bronght to imitate it. Howbeit 
others Who have not ſo harden'd themſelves, by 
a long continued Practice of Impiety, may be, 
and have been excited by fo beautiful a Pat- 
tern, to ſtrive to copy after it. Hence our 
Saviour's Advice, (Matt. v. 16.) Let your 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your 
good Works, and glorify your Father who is in 
Heaven. Others, alſo, who have been in them 
ſelves inclined to, and followed the Paths of 

Virtae, rather than be outgone, have been 
ſpurred up to make greater Progreſs in them, 
than otherwiſe they would have done, | 
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I, now, we reckon it an Honour ard Glory: 
td a Perſon, that he hath any Way contributed 
to the Good and Welfare of his Fellow-Crea- 
tuxes, we cannot, ſurely, be fo partial, as to 
deny an aged Saint a like Honour and Glory; 
Wheſe whole Life, ſpent in a ſteady, uniform 
Purſuit ef Virtue, and Courſe of virtuous Ac- 
ichs hath been ſerviceable to recommend the 
Flactice of it to others, and proved a Source cf 
Happinefs to all, as far as it could reach. 


_ Thirdly, Sven an aged Saint muſt have at- 
tained” a near Reſemblance to his Maker, in 
the Spirit and Temper of his Mind; and of Con- 
{equence, neceſſarily be the peculiar Cbject (f 
the Divine Love and Favour, for the LORD is 
righte ous in all bis Ways, Pſalm cxiv. 17. The 
righteous LORD loveth Righteonſnejs, bis Counte- 
Farce doth bebold the Upright. Pſalm Ki. 7. 


_ THE ncerer any approach to the Fountain 
of Herionr and Gloxy, the more honcurable 
and glorions they arc always efteemed, Gop 
is the Fountain of all Glory and Honour, and 

his moral Peifectiens are the Glory of the Deity: 

Wherever, therctfore, they are tranſcrib'd, they 
diffuſe always a Luſtre and Glory; and the 

Divine Burg neceſſarily looks vpn them with 
the utmoſt Satisfaction and Complailarcy ; the 

Creature that is poſſeſſed of them in the bigheft 
Degree, is the moſt like Go p, and the mc it dear 
to bim; and according as any gradually advance 

in the Attainment of them, ſo in Proportion, 
doth their Likeneſs to Go p increaſe, and thay 
WE | 


ä 
1iſe higher in his Eſteem and Love. The bleſſe! 


Angels above are more glorious Beings than 


mortal Men upon Earth, becauſe of theit nearer 
Approaches to the Purity of tbe Divine Nature 
They are perfectly holy and ſinleſs; tho? ftiltk 
in Gop's Sight, the Heavens comparatively 
are not clean, and be chargetb his Angels” with 
—_—:. Kahn, 2 any 

is i 


TRE Perfection of human Nature conſiſts 


in the free, conſtant Practice of all Virtue and 


Goodneſs, without the leaſt Deviation or Iu- 
terruption: The more we fall ſnort of this, 
the more imperfect we are. To be thus perfect, 
is not to be expected on this Side of the Grave; 
though it is our Duty and Intereſt to deſire 
it, to long, pray, and labour for it. We read a 


Command to this Purpoſe, (Matt. v. 48.) Be ye. 


ſerfect, as your Father, who is in Heaven, is per- 
feck. This Perfection is the Happineſs of the 


future State, and will be that Crown of Glory 
which the Saints ſpall wear to eternal Ages; 


for then it is we ſhall be like GON, for we ſhot. © 


ſee him as be is, (1 Fobn iii. 2.) and the more. 


2 
2 
* 


we cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of the 


Fleſh and Spirit, and perfect Holineſs in the 
Fear ot Gop here in this Life, the more like 
ſhall we now be to that Gop, who is repre- 
ſented as glorious in Holineſs, the more conformed 
to his Image, and be made more ' Partakers of 
the Divine Nature; and Gop, who cannot 
deny bimſelf, muſt he well-pleaſed to ſee bis 
own Likeneſs, tho' imperfectly, ſtamp'd on his 
Creatures. e 0 | 
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Bur, alas! Holineſs is againſt the Grain of 
corrupt Nature, our Inclinations run more after 
Sin and Vanity. It is with Pain and Labour 
and Time, that any Man becomes virtuous and 
good. We muſt be in a Manner born again, 
created anew, before we can become the Ser- 
vants, the Children of Gop, and have our 
Fruit unto Holineſs, TS | 


To have the Honour to be like Go D, and 
to be peculiarly belov'd cf Gop, muſt be the 
Effect of long and faithful Service. Indeed the 
Reſemblance is begun on the firſt Converſion, 
and no ſooner is a Man determin'd, by the Grace 
of Gan, to craſe to do Evil, and learn to d) 
well, but Go p looks upon him with a favourable 
Eye. But the Attainment of a truly God-like 
Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind, to be able to 
diſplay the Divine Virtues in the Life and Con- 
verſation, and to arrive at a comfortable A ſſu- 
rance of the ſyecial Love and Favour of Gop, 
is not u. wally the Lot and Portion of a young 
Convert, but a Glory reſerved for aged Piety, 
in order to crown a Life begun and ſpent in 
the Service of Gon. And a truly glcrious 
Perſen muſt ſuch an aged Saint be, in whom 
the Image of his Maker is become plain and 
v1fib!e, and upon whom the Light (f Gon's 

_ Countenance is in an eſpecial Manner lifted up; 
far more glerious than the greateſt Favourite 
of the higheſt Monarch in the World, though 
Joaded with all the Honours that carthly Ma- 
zeſty can beſtow, oe 


Fonribly, 


upon as 


4 21 3 


Fourtbly, S uc an aged Saint can lock 
forward on the King of Terrors, that laſt and 


greateſt Enemy to human Nature, without any 


Canſternation and Dread. 


PERS . AL Courage and Bravery is look d 
great Ornament to a Man. How 

much Honour and Glory hath been attain'd in 
the World, by marching bravely into the Field, 
and undauntedly beholding the Face, and re- 
ceiving the Attack of a ſtrong and powerful 
Foe? But, alas! what is all the Courage ſhewn 
y Man ag ainſt Man, in Compariſon of that 

which meets Death? When I face one of my 
own Kind who is my Foe, I ſtand, in ſome 
Meaſure, on a Level with him: We are both 
mortal Men; and there is at leaſt a Poſſibility, 
if not a Probability, and Hope of Succeſs in the 


Combat, But here we are ſure to be conquer'd, 
and Death, we know, will be too hard for us: 


There is no Man that hath Pomer over the Spirit, 
to retain the Spirit, neither bath he Power in the 
Day of Death, and there is no Diſcharge in that | 
War, (Eccleſ. viii. 8.) Our Fathers before us, 
ray, the Whole of our Race from the firſt Crea- 


tion, have fallen Victims to his mercileſs Rage. 


To engage ſuch an Enemy without Fear, is a 
vlorions Attainment; Few can bear to think of 


it without Horror; and fewer ſtill are able to 


enter the Liſts un- caſt- down; Ihe higheſt Cor- 


dials here are requiſite to *Keep up the Spirits, 


aud Man had need ſummon together all the Aſ- 


ſiſtance he can t unk of, to enable him to ſuſ> . 
V + * © RY 
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: 5 Tur bel, Ar the only Cordial which i! 
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now of, on this important Occaſion, is what! 
St. Faul preſcribes, and took himſelf: (2 Cor. Nane 
J. 2.) The Teftimony of Conſcience, that in Sin- cre 
fFlicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſbly Viſdom, I ur 
but by, the Grace of GOD, the Converſation hath I che 
Deen in the World. For the Sting of Death is Nor 
Sin ur repented of, unpardoned, and unſubdu d. te 
*& Senſe of Guilt is what gives that dreadful I aſl 
Enemy his moſt ſharp Weapon: He comes fa: 
| With double Fury againſt the guilty Soul; for of 
ſuch an one, if duly ſenſible, to ſtand the Il fo. 
Shock, is altogether impoſſible. But when a o 
Man, though a Sinner, is conſcious to himſelf 
that he hath fincerely repented of his former 
po gities ; and hath been enabled, thro' Grace, 
to teſtify the Sincerity of his Repentance, by 

a Life of new Obedience, Death, to bim, tho? 
till a Foe that will and muſt bring down his 
Body to the Grave, yet appears diſarmd of 
his moſt painful Dart; and he can bear the 
Stroke with leſs ſhrinking ; and the ſooner his 
Repentance, and the longer his Obedience hath 
decn, the fronger will be his Support in his 
laſt Agonies; as he will thereby be more full 

. of Hope, if not fully aſſured, that his Sius are 
forgiven him, that his Gop is his Friend, 
and that the Happineſs of Heaven will be his 
eternal Portion. This Glory and Honour gene- 


£ : | l $ Fo 
cally. crowns the hoary Head that is found in the 
Way of Righteouſneſs © 4 


Fifth, UncomwonLy great will be the 
Reward and Glory of ſuch an aged Saint in 
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Tur there will be Degrees of Happiness i 
and Bliſs in the future State, is what the ſa- —. 
cred Scriptures once and again moſt plainly in- 7 
timate. 1 ſhall not now ſtay to eſtabliſh tally 


t che Truth of this Doctrine, on the Authority 
is Nef the inſpired Writers. I ſhall only refer you 
d. to that ſingle Text, which ſeems expreſly to 
ul M aſſert it: (x. Cor. XV. 41.) There” i5 one Glory, 
. ſay s the Apoſtle, of the Sun, and another Glory 
of the Moon, and another Glory of the Stars, 


for one Star differeth from another Srar It Glory, 
Jo, elf, is the Reſuereeion of "rhe Trap. e 


THERE is alſo a Foundation in Reaſon, ts 
build this Doctrine upon. It is unnzverſally agreed 
by all conſiderate Perſons, as the Nature of the 
Thing itſelf requires, that the Diſpoſition and 
Capacity for the future Happineſs, muſt be at- 
tained here on Earth; for Heaven itſelf cannot 
be a. Place of Bliſs to all Souls indifferently: 
It is a Place of Holineſs and Purity; the In- 
habitants thereof are all ſpotleſs, and free from 
the leaſt Taint of Sin; there dwells the Ever- 
bleſſed, and Alperfe& Gop; the Holy Jesws, 
our Never-enough to be praiſed Saviour; 
the Holy SPIRIT, the Author of all the Good 
that is in us; and an innumerable Company 
of holy Angels: What room, therefore, is there 
here for a Soul laden with the Guilt, polluted 
with the Filth, and labouring under the Power 
of Sin > What Satisfaction and Comfort could 
ſuch an one poſſibly take in the Enjoyment of 
ſuch Company? Without Holineſs uo May can ſes 
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the LORD „ no unyiebteons Perſun can jinbbrit 
the Kingdom of GOD. N wt 


: SINCE Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, theres 
fore, 4 neceſſary Qualifications for the heavenly 


Happineſs, "the more holy and more righteous 
any Perſons are, the ore qualify 'd, for certain, 


muſt they be to enjoy that Blifs. And foraſ- 
much as ſuch an aged Saint, who hath been 


enabled to ſerve Gop from his Youth, mf 
be ſuppoſed to have attained Lixhe# Degrees 


of Virtne and Goodneſs than others, the Hap- 


3 he ſhall enjoy with Gop above, muſt 


be ſuppoſed e Fara than what 


others, inferior to him, ſha 


> | I's HALL beg Leave to. doſe my Diſcourſe 


with a ſuitable, tho brief Reflection or two: 


Firſt, Tos x that are young may hence 

learn how to behave now, fo as that, if it 
ſhall pleaſe Gop to ſpare their Lives 10 Old 
Age, their hoary Heads may be to them a 
Crown of Glory. 15 e 


TERRE is none of us, my Brethren, I am 


perſuaded, but what deſires to have his Life 


prolong'd to the common Period of human Na- 
ture. We ſhould all, donbtleſly, be willing 
to hve till we are old; let us then provide 
in Time, that we may wear, ſheuld it pleaſe 


60 p, our grey Hairs with Honour: Let us 
devote cur Youth and Strength to Go p, and 


his Service; and make Conſcience of diſcharging 


every 
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gk touſly, and odly :_ Being this Finds OP 
Puld Years advance; Ry, would reflect à Glory 
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tions that are thrown upon Perſons, mere y hel 
cauſe they are Sen, . 
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n | Tits is geg in Ave that natoyall | 
a maids Reſpe& from thoſe whio 'ure-yonhgy | 
$ 
7 
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d all i conſent in ſſie win proper-Re ) 
d to it : It is ſuppos'd, that > they; have 
lived {0 long,” they Wee had, more Experience : 
than others; and learn d more Knowledge. Bo 
ſhould ſj peak, EY ultitude 07 Tears fhonld teach 
Wille. (Joh xxxi1, 9.) 605, in his Law: 

revealed 8 2 faw fit to preſerve and en- 

courage this naturg? Inſtinct, by expreſs Precept, 

(Lev. Xix. 32.) Hon alt riſe up before the 

hoary Head, aud honor the Face of the Old Man) 

And to manifeſt his Concern for-the Obſerva- 

tion of this Precept, he once miraculouſly in- 

terpos d, in his Providence, to puniſh the Bredch 
of it: For We read, (2 Kings li. 23.) That 
as the ancieit Prophet Was Soing up to Bethel, 
thers came forth little Children" out of tbe City; 
and mocked, and aid into him, Go up thou 

Bald-Head i Go up thou Bald-Head! and there 

came forth two She. Bears out of the Wood, an 

tare orty and two C 5 > ho Ho.” And I 
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- by-$t:Pand, not to rebuke an Elder, but ent 
him. as a Father. (1 Tim, v. 1.) 
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”  — barely on being old, is moſt abſurd and ridicy» 


_ _ *eazer is thy Damnation, unleſs thou repenteſt. 
 Cawuh']xv;. 20.) The Sinner 
Team old, ſhall. he accurſed. 
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ence to Age, young Timothy v. er d 
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Thirdly, Fo x a Perſon to value himſelf 


It is not the heary Head alone, that is A Ph 
be found in the Way of Righteouſneſs. An 


old Sinner is the moſt pitiable of all Creatures. 

_ . Grey Hairs on the Head of one that is under 
3 the Power of Sin, | 1s really " moſt melancholy 
Sight. Who can forbear commiſerating that 
Man, who hath one Foot in the Grave, and x0 
the next Step is in Danger of falling into Hell > Fd 
Ihe older thou art in Wickedneſs, the ſhorter I 


Time, Sinner, thou haſt to repent in, and the 


3 


being an Hundred I 


Wille Heads are found in the Way of Righteouſneſs, | 


wap take to themſelyes the Comfort, that they 
.are to them, a Crown of Glory. „„ 
Iwo p hope, and do believe, that there 
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des ſome ſuch who hear me at this Time, whoſe 
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hoary Heads were found in the Way cf Righ⸗ 
teouſneſs. I would not be thought to lay 4 
Foundation for Merit or ſpiritual Pride. But 


though we cannot, with apy Reaſon in the 
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"Gop; onthe contrary, wii I 
our beſt, Wbt to 55 Vor- FR 
yet, fall; 7 O DL | 


elf dus us to take the Comfort Nog Satiskactial — 
u durlelves, that naturally reſults from our ſincere. 
Service: This, indeed. is the Wen e 2 
of, our . fe . 3 

9 Nat re deſignecł to k. 
NY t! 
5 gl the great Day of Recompe 


er (Tann GOD, my Fathers, . a 
Abled you to yie ys rſelvgs to GOD in 
ur youthful Days, thereby {rgſerv'd you 
1755 7 Reflections E . 


and cuttin 
1 Extrav 


öſe uneaſy, 
which yo 
hey are te ited of, do, and mw 
don have what Peace and Quiet i in * 


Minds, I am*ſure, Abb vou ene N 


[pange for the who World. The Taff 
at attend Age are abndantiy) made up toyou, 
Gy ſe inward Joys, which the. Revie 

ue Lives muſt raiſe within you. G's 
Nepere in the ſame 'Way of Rite 
pour hoary Heads Sens in 4 
= S in the LORD, and in ch oer of his 
hüt: Yet, and, but 2 little n e, and ge 
It "Hall come, will come, ar I not tarry, 
th Juſt ſhall live by F aith.z ; -byt if he 
Aw back, GOD Soul ſhall have I eaſure 
"him. But ye, I hope, are not of them who LE” 
aw back to aaron but of them that believy: 1 155 
| 0 of the Soul. | 8 
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